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           With Combative Style and Epithets, Trump  

                           Takes America First to the U.N. 

                                                       By PETER BAKER and RICK GLADSTONE 

……………….. Mr. Trump arrived at the United Nations with a more overtly nationalist 

approach than past American presidents, predicated on a belief that the United States has 

been taken advantage of in areas like trade, security and other international affairs. In 

addition to abandoning the Paris accord, he has renounced the Trans-Pacific Partnership 

trade pact and threatened to scrap the North American Free Trade Agreement if it is not 

renegotiated to his liking. 

In his speech, he used the word “sovereign” or “sovereignty” 21 times. “The United States 

will forever be a great friend to the world, and especially to its allies,” he said. “But we can 

no longer be taken advantage of, or enter into a one-sided deal where the United States gets 

nothing in return.” ………………. 

            President Trump’s UN General Assembly Speech (Sept. 19, 2017) 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/09/19/remarks-president-trump-72nd-session-united-nations-general-

assembly 

……… In foreign affairs, we are renewing this founding principle of sovereignty.  Our 

government's first duty is to its people, to our citizens -- to serve their needs, to ensure their 

safety, to preserve their rights, and to defend their values.  

………. For too long, the American people were told that mammoth multinational trade 

deals, unaccountable international tribunals, and powerful global bureaucracies were the 

best way to promote their success.  But as those promises flowed, millions of jobs vanished 

and thousands of factories disappeared.  Others gamed the system and broke the 

rules.  And our great middle class, once the bedrock of American prosperity, was forgotten 

and left behind, but they are forgotten no more and they will never be forgotten again.   

While America will pursue cooperation and commerce with other nations, we are renewing 

our commitment to the first duty of every government:  the duty of our citizens.  This bond 

is the source of America's strength and that of every responsible nation represented here 

today. 
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